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MEMDP/ NEU FOR IFE SSCHIARY OF DEFENSE. 


Subjects; Support of Viet tanh Forees in Irdochire 
by Chinese Communist Jet Aircraft. 


2. On 13 Neventer 1953, a State Denertment memorsndut on the 
*Heed for Intelligence Study on Introduction of Jet firplenes into the 
Indochina War" was tabled at the StateVJCS meeting. In this ~erorandum 
the feportrent of Stete requested thrt en eveluation of the French 
intelligence te furnished by 1 December 1953 for use ty the cecretery 
of State at the forthcoming Bermuda Conference. 
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2. The Joint Chiefs of staff recommend that you advise the 
Secretary of State that: . 


&- There exists little cr no intelligence to corroborate 
recent repetitive French reports that the threst of sush . 
support bas increased in the past few months. 


be Indicetdions of Chirese Communist intentions (ove- 
ments of war materiel, movements end/or stockpiling of 
logistics materiale, training, construction end/or signi- 
flcent alteretions of war-potential facilities, ctc.) sre 
items included in the standing terms of reference of the 
Cuinpert Intelligences Mectings, The Ue Se representative 
to the forthcoming Cuinpart Intelligence Meeting te be 
held early in December haz been instructed to develop 
this sulject and to furnish 2 dispatch evaluation of such 
information as may te developed. 


S. A secord corference of the nilitery representetives 
of the Five-fowers on Southeast fsia should not te cslied 
at this tins. 


3e More detelied information or this subject is cortained in the 
éppendix. 


For the Joint Chiefs of Steff; 


ARTHUR RADFORD, 
Cheirnan, 
Enclosure z Joint Chiefs of Steff. 
Appendix 
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1. Of the three reports over which the French Government has shown 
concern, none bas teen corroborated by U. S. intellisence. 


2. Viet Mh pilot training for toth jet and conventional aircraft 
at en alleged Chinese Communist training center et Kenning bes teen 
reported several times ty the French. Sinilsr reports ty the British 
have credited the French reports as sources. Wo U. § intelligence 
exists vbich would indicate either the fact of Viet Minh pilot training 
by the Chinese Communists, or the existence eat Kenning of e pilot train- 
ing center, or the use of Ecnning eirfield for other than air transport 
activities. Information aveilable indicates thet there is very littis 
air activity et Naming; 1t could, hovever, te used in connection with 
the delivery of supplies destined for the Viet Minh in Indochina. 


3. The corstruetion of ea major air facility et Suichi on the 
leichou peninsnla, north of Heinan, recentiy has been confirmed. It 
is possitle that this fociiity my now be operational. It is eprrem- 
mately 280 miler from Hanoi and, when operational, eould auppert air 
operetions against the Tonkin Delta eres. ‘ven without this feciiity, 
there ore former Allied airfields in South China which couid te placed 
din cortission in eo minimun of time to be used cs teases for fighters end 
light bombers in support of Viet iink forees in the Delte ares. At 
present, no POL or other eviation supplies sufficient to support lerge 
or susteined Commnist air operations in Indochina are known to exist 
near the Indochine border. Little, if any, other M. S. intelligence 
exists to substantiete the French reports of Chinese Commmist air 
facility construction in either Tonkin or southern China designed to 
provide bases for sir support to the Viet Minh in Indochina. : 


fe Recent reports indicate that some Chinese Commmist air units 
may have moved from Manchurie into Central China. In view of the Korean 
Truce, it is considered likely that sume redeployment would take place; 
no retorts, however, heve indicated the movenent of any Chiness Corramist 
air wnits into soutbern Chine cr southwestern Chine. 


5. The points raieed by the French Governrent are items included 
in the standing terza of reference of the Cuinpert Intellizence iMeetings. 
Additional information on this subject probably will te developed st the 
forthcoming uinpart Intelligence Keeting (Cuintel) to te held at Saigon 
during the early part of Decenber 1953. . 


6 A recent Xetional Intelligence Estimate? states: ‘For their part, 
the Chinese Communista will almost certeinly continue their present type of 
support for Viet Minh. They are unlikely to intervene with orgenized units, 
eat least in the absence of Kestern moves which in their opinion threatened 
the security of Commmist Chins". 


* NIEW-99, paragraph 32, page 6, 20 Cctoker 2953. 





